FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 17, 2009

Contact: Sharon Gabor

Phone: 302-239-2434, x120

Email: skgabor@ccarts.org

“THE DEAF AMERICAN”

AT THE CENTER FOR THE CREATIVE ARTS
Just Added! Mr. Tom Cooney & Camie Gallo, founders of Lily the Love Frog, Inc. will offer a special presentation, “The Deaf American”, Thursday August 6, 2009 at 6:30 PM at the Center for the Creative Arts. Refreshments will be provided. Families from both the hearing and deaf communities will enjoy this unique presentation which will feature Mr. Cooney’s keynote presentation told as only he can tell it. His stories will delight and motivate all ages. “Lily the Love Frog” will make a special appearance and students who participate in this year’s “The Art of Sign Language” camps (listed below) will be included. A suggested donation of $5 per person will be collected at the door, and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to “The Delaware School for the Deaf”. 

Come to meet this dynamic individual who lives life to the fullest. Listen to his tales of celebrity meetings with people like Helen Keller, Michael Jordan, Shaq, Roger Maris, Mickey Mantle, Wilt Chamberlain and many U.S. Presidents. See photographs as well as his personal collection of sports memorabilia and witness his determination in bridging the gap between hearing and deaf communities. Please plan to attend as they share their mission to “Unlock the Silence through Knowledge and Understanding”. Through entertaining yet powerful presentations by the trio, attendees are motivated, inspired and at the same time become enlightened to Deaf Awareness as dynamic historical and cultural contributions by deaf individuals are highlighted. The organization, from Clearwater, Florida visits Public Schools and Church Youth Groups throughout the country. Visit www.lilythelovefrog.org for more information about Lily the Love Frog, Inc.

Recently, Mr. Tom was appointed to be this year’s Grand Marshall of the Helen Keller Festival and Parade in Tuscumbia, Alabama where thousands of visitors from around the world come to each year to celebrate the achievements of the remarkable woman who has come to be known as America's First Lady of Courage. He will be in Yorklyn, Delaware August 3-7 to present enriching opportunities for area youth at the Center for the Creative Arts (CCArts).

Also, participants in “The Art of Sign Language” at CCArts will embrace the many faces that make up our community through the art of sign language, learn to fingerspell first and last names, count to 100, and some basic signs such as colors, family and time. Children will create their name in various projects that utilize the manual alphabet along with drawings or paintings of their own hand as part of CCArts’ “Summer Arts to Grow On” summer camp program.

“The Art of Sign Language” Camps are Monday through Friday, August 3-7, 2009, $130 for CCArts Members; $145 for non-members.

4-8 year olds attend from 9:00-11:30 AM

9-14 year olds attend from 12:30-3:00 PM

For additional information call 302-239-2434, visit www.ccarts.org or stop in at 410 Upper Snuff Mill Row, Yorklyn, DE to register for classes. The Center for the Creative Arts is the place for you to “Find the Artist Within.” Check class listings for details and take advantage of the opportunity to explore your creative side!
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